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1930

1930s

Great Plains Dust Bowl 1930-1940.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

1931

U.S. von Euler and J.H. Gaddum discover substance P.

BIOMEDICAL  MILESTONES

1932

• C. Sherrington and E. Adrian win Nobel 

for neurophysiology of neural circuits.

• ANA President in 1932 (1st term in 

1894), B. Sachs was first to describe 

Tay-Sachs disease; published several 

books including Nervous and Mental 

Disorders from Birth through 

Adolescence, and The Normal Child 

(in 1926).

BIOMEDICAL  MILESTONES

Unemployment in US and 

Europe estimated at 

25-33%.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT



1933

FDR’s New Deal 

begins1933-1939.

Hitler becomes German 

Chancellor.

BIOMEDICAL MILESTONES HISTORICAL CONTEXT

T.H. Morgan awarded Nobel for pioneering genome linkage 

analysis.

1934

German Upper House 

(Reichsrat) of the Weimar 

Republic dissolved.

BIOMEDICAL MILESTONES HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Mary Walker reports in The Lancet, physostigmine treatment for 

Myasthenia Gravis.



1935

BIOMEDICAL MILESTONES

F. Bremer uses cerveau isole preparation to study sleep physiology.

1937

H.H. Merritt and T.J. Putnam published 

preclinical tests of 700 compounds, 

finding Phenytoin effective for 

epilepsy, and launched clinical trial 

with Parke-Davis.

BIOMEDICAL  MILESTONES

1938

BIOMEDICAL MILESTONES

Parke-Davis began marketing diphenyl hydantoin (DPH) for epilepsy.



1939

German invasion of 

Poland begins 

World War II (WWII).

BIOMEDICAL MILESTONES HISTORICAL CONTEXT

ANA President in 1939, W.B. Cadwalader authored the 

influential book Diseases of the Spinal Cord (1932).


